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INJURY PREVENTION TASK FORCE (IPTF) MEETING 
April 7, 2005 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Fergus Laughridge, Program Manager, Emergency Medical Services (EMS), Bureau of Licensure & Certification (BLC)     
Bruce Mackey, Program Manager, Nevada Office of Traffic Safety (OTS)                                                    
Mary Griffith, Health Resource Analyst, Bureau of Health Planning and Statistics (BHP&S) 
Kelly Anrig, Safety Engineer, Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) 
Debra Brus, Epidemiologist, Washoe County District Health Department (WCDHD) 
Jennifer Stoll-Hadayia, WCDHD 
Mike Bernstein, Health Educator II, Clark County Health District 
Robinette Bacon, School Health Education Coordinator, Department of Education (DOE) 
Barbara Ludwig, Clark County SAFE KIDS 
Ken Whittaker, Washoe County SAFE KIDS 
Erin Breen, Safe Community Partnership Program  
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Dr. John Fildes, Department of Surgery, University of Nevada School of Medicine (UNSOM) 
 
STATE HEALTH DIVISION STAFF PRESENT 
Cynthia C. Huth, RN, MSN, CNM, Health Program Specialist 2, Bureau of Family Health Services (BFHS)  
Kelly Y. Langdon, MPH, Injury Prevention Coordinator, BFHS 
Andrea Rivers, Injury Biostatistician, BHP&S 
Tami Tersteege, Administrative Assistant 4, BFHS 
Beverly Scalise, Administrative Assistant 1, BFHS 
  
OTHERS PRESENT 
Andrew Zeiser, Child Death Review Team Executive Council Member 
Deborah Kreun, State Chapter Director, ThinkFirst - Nevada  
 
CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Fergus Laughridge called the Injury Prevention Task Force (IPTF) meeting to order at 9:40 a.m. at the Bureau of 
Licensure and Certification (BLC) building in Carson City.  This was a public meeting and the public was invited to 
make comments.  In accordance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law, this meeting was posted at the following 
locations: Kinkead Building, Carson City; Bureau of Family Health Services (BFHS), Carson City; Nevada State 
Library and Archives, Carson City; Washoe County District Health Department (WCDHD), Reno; Clark County 
Health District (CCHD), Las Vegas; Elko Nursing Office, Elko; and on the Health Division website, 
www.health2k.state.nv.us   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JANUARY 5, 2005 
Robinette Bacon motioned for approval of the minutes as written and Bruce Mackey seconded the motion. 
MOTION APPROVED. 
 
TASK FORCE AGENCY UPDATES 
Jennifer Stoll-Hadayia announced the Washoe County Chronic Disease and Injury Prevention Program have 
completed their strategic plans.  The strategic plan included an injury prevention component, which provides a 
roadmap for the future. On April 6, 2005, for National Public Health Week, the WCDHD co-sponsored a health fair 
for senior citizens at the Washoe County Reno Senior Center, and dedicated a station to fall prevention.  Mr. 
Mackey discussed a bicycle safety media campaign that Maggie Saunders is executing in Las Vegas next month.  
Ms. Bacon gave an update on the Department of Education.  They have completed surveying all students in grades 6 
through 12 for the 2005 Nevada Youth Risk Behavior Survey (NYRBS).  Ms. Bacon anticipates the new data 
becoming available in 2006.   Kelly Anrig stated Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) is in the process of 
forming an Executive Traffic Safety Task Force with the goal being to implement a comprehensive strategic traffic 
safety plan.  NDOT is also compiling the 2004 crash data.  Erin Breen discussed a teen driving forum to be held in 
Clark County.  All Clark County high schools and a handful of middle schools have been invited to send up to five 
people to attend.  The idea for the forum is to get the “Don’t Drink and Drive” message out before graduation.  Ms. 
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Breen also gave a legislative update on assembly and senate bills.  Mike Bernstein announced a Clark County Fall 
Prevention Task Force has been formed.  The Task Force has met a few times and is going to proceed with a pilot 
program with clients who come through the Visiting Angels and Helping Hands of Henderson.  Mr. Bernstein also 
discussed it is in the Governor’s budget to support the suicide prevention legislation which was passed through the 
2003 Legislature, which calls for a State Suicide Prevention Coordinator to be hired.  The position should be filled 
by October.  The newly formed Nevada Coalition on Suicide Prevention plans to work closely with the coordinator 
in developing programs for the state.  The Coalition’s first official meeting is scheduled for April 29, 2005.  There 
are currently ten people involved but other stakeholders throughout the state will be invited and welcome to attend.  
Mr. Laughridge discussed Senate Bill 124, which if passed, will bring in additional funding for Nevada Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS). 
 
INFORMATION UPDATE ON THE PUBLIC EDUCATION CAMPAIGN THE CHILD DEATH REVIEW 
TEAM EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WILL BE CONDUCTING    
Andrew Zeiser spoke on behalf of Michelle Lucier.  Mr. Zeiser gave a brief overview of the public awareness 
campaign, which is being undertaken by the Child Death Review Team Executive Council.  One of the 
responsibilities of the Council is to engage in prevention efforts surrounding child deaths through public awareness 
and education.  The Council is taking a portion of its funding this year to run a statewide six-month pilot public 
awareness campaign in conjunction with the Nevada Broadcasters Association (NBA).  The campaign will surround 
four primary topic areas:  teen suicide, co-sleeping prevention, shaken baby syndrome, and car safety.  These topic 
areas were based on the most recent reports produced by the Council, which includes a data analysis for 2002 and 
2003 child deaths. The NBA has committed to a total of 600 radio announcements (about a hundred per month) 
rotating between the four topics and 150 television announcements (about 25 a month) rotating between the four 
topics.  After the initial six-month period, the executive committee will reconvene and evaluate the campaign.  Any 
questions or concerns may be addressed to Mr. Zeiser at his e-mail address, which is: andrew@azconsulting.us.   
 
DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON MANDATING E-CODES THROUGH THE STATE 
BOARD OF HEALTH, NEVADA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
Debra Brus distributed a handout and discussed mandating E-Codes through the State Board of Health (SBH).  Ms. 
Brus stated E-coding in hospital discharge data is an important source of information for targeting, designing, 
evaluating and attracting resources for injury prevention.  Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) gives the power to the 
Director of the Department of Human Resources to adopt regulations, which state exactly what hospitals are 
required to report.  Ms. Brus explained the resistance is going to come from the hospitals because this is an 
unfunded mandate, which costs them additional money and does not provide any benefit back to them.  Ms. Brus 
would like to form a work group to pursue this regulation change.  Ms. Brus stated at the last meeting Dr. Wei Yang 
suggested  this work group include Joe Greenway with University of Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV), Chris Thompson, 
Chuck Duarte from the Division of Health Care Financing and Policy (DHCFP), and Bill Welch with the hospital 
association.  Mr. Mackey moved to form a work group to address mandating E-coding and Ms. Stoll-Hayadia 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Laughridge announced that the work group should have some language drafted by the 
next meeting.  He suggested that Ms. Langdon and Ms. Brus get together and formulate a plan for the work group.  
MOTION APPROVED. 
 
APPROVAL OF NEVADA’S INJURY PREVENTION STRATEGIC PLAN 
Ms. Langdon asked for any suggestions and/or changes to the Strategic Plan. Mr. Laughridge moved to approve the 
plan as written and Ms. Breen seconded the motion.  MOTION APPROVED. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE TASK FORCE BYLAWS 
Two articles of the Task Force bylaws were on the agenda for consideration to amend.  Ms. Langdon presented 
everyone with a set of the bylaws and brought to their attention the changes that need to be approved on Article 
4.1.3 and Article 11.1  Mr. Mackey moved to accept the changes in the bylaws as written and Ms. Bacon seconded 
it. MOTION APPROVED.  
 
DISCUSSION ON THE INJURY PREVENTION NETWORK 
Bruce Mackey asked the Task Force members to email him at bmackey@dps.state.nv.us so he can add everyone to 
the Injury Prevention List Serve. 
 
DISCUSSION OF THE NEVADA EMS CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN ELY ON APRIL 28-MAY 1, 2005 
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Mr. Laughridge stated his office would be taking an injury prevention display to the EMS conference. About 300 
EMS providers will be in attendance.  
 
DISCUSSION OF 2003 INJURY DATA AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON SETTING NEW PRIORITIES FOR 
THE TASK FORCE 
Andrea Rivers distributed 2003 mortality and morbidity data for Nevada residents.  The mortality data is from the 
Nevada Death Registry and the morbidity data is from the UNLV Center of Health Information Analysis and the 
Bureau of Health Planning & Statistics (BHP&S) hospital discharge database.  The data will be used by the Task 
Force to determine what new priorities the Task Force should set.  Mr. Mackey made the motion to make setting 
new priorities an action item at our next meeting.  Kelly Anrig seconded the motion.  MOTION APPROVED.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT AND DISCUSSION       
Ms. Langdon announced the next two meetings would be held July 7, 2005 and October 6, 2005.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
 


